Pueblo Return ^Plan Ready 


By Robert J. Donovan 

Los Angeles Times 

A plan for handling USS 
Pueblo crewmen returning 
from captivilty in North Korea 
,was distributed bo top Ameri- 
can military commanders two 
weeks ago, the Times has 
learned. 

Distribution of a document 
running about 100 pages, with 
a covering letter from the 
Pentagon dated Sept. 13, coin- 
cided with unconfirmed re- 
ports that release of the 82 
crewmen was then imminent. 

Other than the curious tim- 
ing of the document’s re- 
stricted circulation — coming 
almost eight months after the 
Pueblo was seized on Jan. 23 
— there was no suggestion in 
the document itself that the 
crew would be freed soon. 


Sources with access to the 
document said the compre- 
h e n a i v e operational plan 
spelled out a four-phase pro- 
gram for processing the crew. 
Presumably, the plan still is 
in effect. It has two principal 
objectives: 

1 — To determine exactly 
through interrogation by in- 
telligence specialists (after 
medical treatment) to what 
degree the spy ship's capture 
compromised national security 
(Phase One). 

2 — To determine through 
subsequent questioning wheth- 
er any crewman should be 
prosecuted or otherwise dis- 
ciplined for his behavior 
during hiis imprisonment 
(Phase Three). 

Phase Two of (the processing 


.covers a brief liberty for the 
crew in the San Diego area 
with their families. The Navy 
is prepared to transport 182 
dependents of the crew to 
San Diego and house them 
there. Phase Four will provide 
extended leave for the men 
not subject to charges. 

Regardless of where the 
crewmen are turned over to 
American authorities — the ] 
document (indicates the re- ; 
lease might occur in Eastern 
Europe as well as Asia — all 
are to be flown to the U. S. y 
Naval Hospital at San Diego . 
for treatment and the intern 5 
save intelligence debriefings. ? 

In addition to the Navy, , 
the document assigns specific 
repatriation responsibilities to l 
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